[Beta-hemolytic streptococci in tonsil hypertrophy and recurrent tonsillitis].
The recurrence of streptococci acute tonsillitis is a complication that often motivates the tonsillectomy. We studied the colonisation of tonsils and adenoids by S. pyogenes and other beta haemolytic streptococci in both surgical indications, recurrent tonsillitis and tonsillar hypertrophy. We made for aerobic culture the following specimens, throat swabs, tonsils and adenoids tissue corresponding to 47 children referred for tonsillectomy. S. pyogenes was isolated in 11 cases (23.4%) of tonsils and other beta haemolytic non A streptococci was isolated in 11 cases, of them, group C streptococci was the most frequent with six cases. However in the recurrent tonsillitis group, S. pyogenes was isolated more significantly (47%) that other beta haemolytic streptococci (5.8%). Otherwise in the tonsilar hypertrophy group, S. pyogenes was isolated in the 10% while that other streptococci was isolated in the 33.3%. The culture of 38 adenoids yielded S. pyogenes and beta haemolytic group C streptococci in 6 cases each one (15.7%). S. pyogenes was isolated more frequently in recurrent tonsillitis that other micro-organisms while that in the tonsilar hypertrophy group predominated streptococci beta haemolytic non A, S. aureus and H. influenzae. Is of interest that the adenoids in our study showed an important reservoir of beta haemolytic streptococci. The throats swabs yielded less of the half of all beta haemolytic streptococci isolated in tonsilar tissue cultured.